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Brazil: Federal Judge Orders Closing Of Only Functioning
Nuclear Power Plant
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, October 17, 1989
On Oct. 13 in Rio de Janeiro, federal Judge Salete Maria Polita Maccaloz ordered the Angra I nuclear
power plant closed on Oct. 16. Under the ruling, its parent company, Furnas Centrais Eletricas, must
correct irregularities and develop a "serious and efficient" evacuation plan for residents living near
the reactor before the plant can be reopened. The judge's decision followed receipt of a petition
from Fernando Gabeira, presidential candidate of the Greens movement. Angra I produces about
20% of the electricity consumed in Rio de Janeiro state. Constructed by the US firm Westinghouse,
the plant was opened in 1985. The reactor has been shut down 22 times, result of technical problems.
The court ruling was supported by a report prepared by physicists Anselmo Pascoal and Luis
Pinguelli Rosa, who discovered "serious corrosion problems" with the reactor's vapor generator.
Next, Pascoal and Pinguelli criticized radioactive waste storage practices at the plant. The report
said: "The water-filled pool where wastes are temporarily stored is small, capable of provoking in
a short time the formation of critical mass which might start a fission chain reaction, converting it
into a virtually uncontrolled reactor." The scientists also reported that employees at the plant were
regularly subjected to radiation contamination due to procedural errors. Furnas chairperson Joao
Camilo Pena said he would appeal the court ruling. (Basic data from AFP, 10/14/89)
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